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AU1012083491 Paris AFP in English 0104 GMT 
10 Dec 91 


[Text] Maastricht, The Netherlands, Dec 10 (AFP)}— 
France announced an initiative here Monday to forge a 
common European Community (EC) approach towards 
political disintegration in the Soviet Union and else- 
where in Eastern Europe. 


French government spokesman Jean Musitelli said the 
project included linking recognition of new states with their 
records of human and minority nights, respect for law and 


UK Lone Dissenter in Single Currency Decision 


9 Dec 91 


at an EC summit on political and economic union that 
community countries satisfying strict economic criteria 
would fuse their currencies by that date. 


The decision, taken by finance ministers, was to be pre- 
sented to EC leaders on Tuesday for confirmation, he said. 





Major Faces ‘Stark Choice’ 


LD0912190191 London PRESS ASSOCIATION 
in English 1743 GMT 9 Dec 91 


[By Chris Moncrieff and Geoff Meade, PRESS ASSOCI- 
ATION, in Maastricht] 
ee Major faced a stark choice at 
the Maastricht summit tonight—accept a single currency 
by 1999 or keep Britain in the slow lane of Europe's 
economies. 
EC leaders at the summit are being asked to endorse a 
decision by finance ministers that would lead to a 
one-money Europe no later than January |, 1999. If 
Britain still opposed joining at that time, it would be 
granted an opt-out clause as the single currency was 
launched automatically. It would then be up to a future 
parliament to decide whether to join the other member 
states in forging a full economic and monetary union. 
But Mr Major's hopes of reviving a general “opt out™ 
clause available to all governments—siowing the pace of 
a single currency—have been dashed. 


The formula was hammered out at 4 meeting of the 12 
finance ministers in a bid to break the deadlock over an 
economic and monetary union treaty for community. 
The proposed deal would mean a first attempt at 
agreeing the launch of a single currency at the end of 
1996, by weighted majority vote. If there was no con- 
sensus at that stage, the single currency would be 
launched automatically on January |, 1999, according to 
sources at the summit. 


Chancellor Norman Lamont and the other finance min- 
isters were sent away to discuss a formula after fraught 
negotiations by EC leaders at the summit this morning. 
Mr Major raised strong objections to any treaty agree- 
ment which implied that a single currency was inevi- 
table. And he warned that any undue pressure which 
forced the pace and put some EC economies in the fast 
lane cold threaten the community's economic stability. 
The prime minister faced overwhelming opposition to 
his calls for the general “opt-ont™ and was in a minority 
of one in seeking to delay a single currency deal. 


But the finai decision still rests with the summit leaders 
who this afternoon turned their attention to a common 
defence policy, foreign policy and more community 
control for social policy issues. 


On all of these points, Mr Major was fighting an uphill 
battle against more majority voting powers. He was 
under pressure to concede the supremacy of NATO as 
part of a new deal for Europe's defence. And other 
member states were insisting that many areas of social 
policy must come under greater community control as 
part of a political union deal. 


EC budget commissioner Henning Christophersen 
tonight said only Britain had been against the “elegant 
solution” found for launching a single currency. Empha- 
sising that the deal must now be ratified, he said: “I am 
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participate in 1997. I think 


wanted unanimous voting at all stages in the process 
towards a single currency. He warned that without strict 
economic convergence, the community faced the prospect 
of possibly only five or six countries going ahead with a 
single currency in 1997, creating a two-tier economic 
Europe. However, mr christophersen was convinced the 
summit leaders would support the scheme, saying: “This is 
an irreversible decision to be taken tomorrow.” 


Koh! Pushes for Decision 


AU1012103591 Frankfurt/Main FRANKFURTER 
ALLGEMEINE in German 10 Dec 91 pp 1,2 


[“Ho.” report: “London Fights Against the Economic 
and Monetary Union in Maastricht”) 


[Excerpts] Maastricht, 9 December— The EC heads of 
state and government began their negotiations on 
Western Europe's political and economic future in 
Maastricht on Monday [9 December] with the discussion 
of the economic and monetary union, which is to lead to 
the single European currency ECU [European Currency 
Unit] and to the establishment of a European central 
bank by 1999 at the latest. Against the resistance of 
Great Britain, the majority of the 12 came out in favor of 
making the transition to the decisive step of the eco- 
nomic and monetary union as clear and as irreversible as 
possible in the treaty. [passage omitted] 


On Monday Chancellor Kohl and Finance Minister 
Waigel clearly came out in favor of a decision by 
qualified majority, even “on the second try.” They thus 
clarified the attitude of the FRG Government, which 
had been interpreted in various ways. 
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The chancellor seized the opportunity to allay the obvi- 
ously increasing fears in Germany concerning the aboli- 
tion of the DM [deutsch mark] and the introduction of 
fears are justified, government spokesman Vogel said. 
The preconditions for the transition to the final stage are 
so much “oriented toward stability” that the fears of 
some critics in Germany are not justified. The chancellor 
is firmly determined not to sign a treaty in Maastricht 
that will lead to a “softening™ of the criteria for stability. 
Furthermore, the convergence conditions for the transi- 
tion—a high degree of price stability, low budget deficits, 
and no extreme oscillations in the exchange rates—have 
not been changed. In a first “table poll” Kohl advocated 
the view that the FRG Government is willing to make 
the transition to the final stage as soon as the beginning 
of 1997. However, the precondition is that a majority of 
the EC member states qualify for this in line with the 
criteria of convergence. [passage omitted] 


Seeks ‘Irreversibility’ 
AU1012114391 Munich SUEDDEUTSCHE ZEITUNG 
in German 10 Dec 91 p 1 


Udo Bergdoll report: “EC Single Currency Not Later 
| January 1999] 


[Excerpts] Maastricht, 9 December— The EC finance 
ministers agreed in Maastricht on 9 December that the 
single currency will not be introduced after | 
January 1999. According to Italian Government 

Pio Mastrobuoni, they agreed that the third 
stage of the Monetary and Economic Union, including a 
common currency, will be agreed upon by qualified 
majority by 31 December 1996. If no agreement is 
achieved by that time, | January 1999 has been fixed as 
the deadline for agreement. 


In the first rounds of talks held by the heads of state and 
chiefs of government, Federal Chancellor Helmut Kohl 
insisted that the Council resolutions be “irreversible” if 
the German side is to approve them. [passage omitted] 
Kohli said that Germany would only agree if the process 
was “irreversible.” He added that totally unambiguous 
criteria were decisive in this respect. There would not be 
two classes within the EC, but only countries that meet 
the strict criteria, and others that fail to do so. Germany 
was not ready to accept any decisions being watered 
down, he stressed. 


The Bonn delegation is still affected by the outcry of 
some of the press when the German public became aware 
of the fact that the currency union meant that the symbol 
of the German mark would have to be given up. Foreign 
Minister Hans-Dietrich Genscher has admitted that 
enthusiasm in Germany for Europe is beginning to 
decline. He has talked about “concerns” that an “anti- 
EC” mood could appear. Kohl and Genscher share the 
view that if the Maastricht summit fails, a dangerous 
renationalization in Europe could develop. Genscher 
said prior to the Maastricht summit that Germany's 
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shoulders were not broad even with the 
mark—to bear the burdens that might be in store for it, 
if the country were not tied into a political union and 
were to become the largest nation-state in Europe by far. 


ticket wants to be sure that the train will really arrive, 
and does not want to be surprised by the information 
that the train will not continue for the time being. 


ments in the sense of irreversibility. Only Great Britain 
insists that it will not bind itself. European Parliament 
President Enrique Baron Crespo described the co- 
decision rights that were suggested as a farce. 


EC Summit Drops Reference to ‘Federal’ Goal 


LD0912205291 London PRESS ASSOCIATION 
in English 1919 GMT 9 Dec 91 


[By Geoff Meade, PRESS ASSOCIATION, in Maastricht] 


(r ] The “F"-word which has dogged Mr Major's 

Treaty talks was today dropped at the EC 
summit in Maastricht. Subject to confirmation by Com- 
munity leaders before the summit ends tomorrow, the 
word “federal” will be replaced by a reference to “ever 
closer union™ of the peoples of Europe. 


But Dutch foreign minister Hans van den Broek warned 
that Britain would be expected to give ground in return 
at tomorrow's final summit session, when the terms of a 
new political union treaty will be finalised. “The time for 
paying, or receiving certain benefits or bonuses, that 
time will be tomorrow” he told a news conference at the 
end of the first day of the summit. Mr Major has warned 
all along that a treaty containing the word “federal” 
could not be endorsed by the British Government. The 
prime minister objected to the opening preamble which 
states: “This treaty marks a new stage in the process 
leading gradually to a union with a federal goal.” 


Today, after a day of a day of intense and sometimes 
fraught iations On economic and monetary union, a 
common and security policy and , the 
summit leaders dangled their carrot in front of Mr 
Major. The offending “federal” passage is to be replaced 
by wording that suits Mr Major's requirements. It will 
state: “This treaty marks a stage in the process creating 
an ever closer union among the peoples of Europe where 
decisions are taken as closely as possible to the citizens.” 
Mr Major requested months ago that any new treaty 
stick to the original formula of the EC's founding Treaty 
of Rome, which refers to the “ever closer union” 
between its member countries. 
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The exact scale of the trade-off remained unclear as the EC 
pared for separate working dinners in Maastricht tonight. 
Danish foreign minister Uffe Ellemann-Jensen, whose 
country also objected to the federal element in the treaty, 
added: “Today, those words disappeared. Now we are 
talking about an ‘ever closer union’. 


Mitsotakis Implies Greece May Veto Unification 


NC0912171791 Athens Elliniki Radhiofonia Radio 
Network in Greek 1230 GMT 9 Dec 91 


[Text] Prime Minister Konstandinos Mitsotakis stated 
that the Maastricht conference is a historic time for 
Europe and for all of us. He hoped Europe would find its 
way and that Maastricht would constitute a milestone 
and a beginning for European unification. 


Today, in Maastricht, the prime minister indirectly but 
clearly implied that Greece would veto Europe's political 
unification if its participation in the Western European 
Union [WEU] is not secured now. Reliable sources say that 
a message from President Konstandinos Karamanlis given 
to British Prime Minister John Mayor—Great Britain being 
the only country with reservations about Greece acceding to 
the WEU—asks Major to raise his reservations. 


Government spokesman Viron Polidhoras said that the 
Greek prime minister stressed that the WEU constitutes 
an integral part of political unification and that any EEC 
country which so wishes should be able to join. The 
prime minister stressed: Neither I nor the Greek Parlia- 
ment could accept o: would like to approve an agree- 
ment that would not secure Greece's equal participation 
in all the institutions and procedures of European unifi- 
cation. He underlined: It is obvious that this should be 
done now; otherwise European unification is being 
undermined at its birth. 


Asked whether Greece had pre-announced its veto, Polid- 
horas stressed that Greece had only presented and given a 
briefing on its positions, expecting negotiations to conclude. 
The meeting on political unification continues. 


EC Envoy To Seek Ukraine Nuclear Reassurances 


AU0912163391 Paris AFP in English 1617 GMT 
9 Dec 91 


ext] Maastricht, The Netherlands, Dec 9 (AFP)}—The 

uropean Community (EC) is to send an envoy urgently 
to the breakaway Soviet republic of Ukraine to seck 
reassurances about its nuclear weapons, a Dutch dip- 
lomat said here Monday [9 December]. 


Speaking on the sidelines of an EC summit on political 
and economic union, he said Dutch Ambassador Chris- 
tian Kroner would fly to the Ukraine on Thursday and 
report back to EC ministers in Brussels next Monday. 


a 


Summit Approach to Environment Called ‘Fraud’ 
4U 1012111091 Paris AFP in English 1053 GMT 
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Foreign Minister on Disintegration of USSR 
AU0912134791 Vienna Ocsterreich Eins Radio Network 
in German 1100 GMT 9 Dec 91 


revolutionary act. This 


| 





[Riper] Might this be done soon? 
[Mock] This might be done in the next few weeks or 
months. 


Soviet Debt To Nation 45 Billion Schillings 


AU1012091391 Vienna WIENER ZEITUNG 
in German 10 Dec 91 p 9 


banking credits amount to more than 20 billion schill- 
ings, and unsecured export credits account for another 
10 billion schillings. [passage omitted] 


As the only Austrian bank, Creditanstalt was invited by 
the Soviet Foreign Trade Bank to take part in the 


Export Situation Improves Slightly in October 
AU101 2095591 Vienna WIENER ZEITUNG 
in German 10 Dec 91 p 9 


Unattributed report: “Foreign Trade Improved 
My htly”) 

















than in the same penod of the previous year. 


Neo-Nazi Publisher Receives }- Year Prison Term 
AU 1012082091 Vienna ORF Teletext in German 


0752 GMT 10 Dec 91 


; 


AUSTRIA 


He 


Oil Imports Flectuated Because of the Gulf Crisis 


by a jury of the Feldkirch Provincial 


Court and has been sentenced to three years in pnson. 


[passage 


The publisher of the neo-Nazi magazine SIEG 
Ochensberger (52), has been found guilty of 


ate 
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It was created partly for that purpose 
the means of doing this I would like to add 


Above ail, we want the European Parliament to 
function—to closely examine the Commission's 


work. to detect fraud. prevent waste, and propose finan- 
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Hurd Comments on Europe in Light of Maastricht 
PM 1012095491 Paris LE FIGARO in French 


6 Dec 91 p $ 
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AU091 2154191 Duesseldorf HANDELSBLATT 


in German 9 Dec 91 p 3 
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a tax rate that is somewhat lower than the EC average. 
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10 GERMANY 


[Wissmann] Ten percent would be too little as far as 
harmonization is concerned. But, of course, this is also a 
matter of psychology: Once taxes interest 
earnings, her aura as a tax haven will be gone. 


[Krumrey] Other tax havens, such as Austria and Swit- 
zerland, are also eager to join the EC. 


[Wissmann] Switzerland presents no problem. Her tax 
rate on interest is 35 percent. But with regard to Austria, 
the accession negotiations must impress upon that 
country one clear requirement: Whoever wants to be a 
player in the EC must have a withholding tax that fits 
into the European framework. Countries presenting 
thernselves as tax havens and encouraging capita! flight, 
do not fit into the European framework. 


[Krumrey] But isn't an EC-wide withholding tax ineffec- 
tive if foreign nationals everywhere are exempted from 
the tax? 

[Wissmann] One country alone cannot decide all by itself 
to levy a common withholding tax on accounts held by 
foreigners. If at all possibie, such a tax must be a joint 
measure of all the EC countries. 


[Krumrey] In the final analysis, then, there is no way 
around reporting controls in order to ensure a correct 
taxation of capital earnings. 

[Wissmann] A relaxation of banking confidentiality would 
be the worst thing we could do. Because this would lead to 
large-scale capital flight. Then our citizens would be forced 
to foot the bill by paying higher interest rates. 


* Border Guard Reorganization, Duties Announced 
92GE0093A Frankfurt/Main FRANKFURTER 
ALLGEMEINE in German 16 Nov 91 p 3 


Article by “ban”: “Federal Border Guard To Be Adapted to 
ice Structures—Schaeuble Presents New Organization”) 


[Text] Bonn, 15 Nov—Following the passing of a law 
concerning the transfer of the duties of the Railroad 
Police and Air Security to the Federal Border Guard 
(BGS), Federal Interior Minister Schaeuble announced 
on Friday his decision to reorganize the BGS. The bill 
had been passed by the Bundestag on Thursday evening. 
The new law stipulates that the laender will have the 
right to transfer their responsibility for airport security 
to BGS. The Railroad Police and its Tracing and Search 
Department will be separated from the Federal Trans- 
portation Ministry and integrated into the BGS; 
according to Schaeuble, 90 percent of the officers will be 
transferred. Objections on constitutional raised 
by the laender and the FDP [Free Democratic Party], 
who emphasized the jurisdiction of the laender in police 
matters, were resolved through a clarification in the law. 
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Schaeuble described the law as a contribution “to safe- 
guarding internal security” in the FRG. He pointed out that 
a “reorientation” of the BGS had become necessary as a 
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As a result of Schacubie's structural changes, the organi- 
zation, which currently is divided into BGS formations, 
BGS individual officer assignment, and administration, 
will be replaced by an integrated model. All BGS func- 
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Berlin, Brandenburg, and Saxony), Kassel (for Hesse, 
Thuringia, Saxony-Anhalt), Munich (for Baden- 
Bavaria), and Bonn (for North 
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dismantling of the inter-German border 
EC internal The BGS office in Rostock and 
Railroad Police office in Schwerin will be merged in 
Rostock. Likewise, due to the cessation of duties at the 
inter-German border, the BGS operational divisions in 
Luebeck, Lueneburg, Huenfeld, and Schwandorf will be 
disbanded. Schacuble announced that “solutions based 
on social agreements” will be worked out for the affected 
employees. There would be no layoffs among the 
employees and workers. 
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Dumas Discusses USSR, Maastricht Sammit, Issues 


PM0912160491 Paris LIBERATION in French 
6 Dec 9ipp 17,18 


{Interview with Foreign Minister Roland Dumas by 
Pierre Haski—date and place not given] 


{Text} [Haski} At a time when Western Europe is trying 
to unite, Eastern Europe is disintegrating. Has this 
context influenced preparations for Maastricht? 


{Dumas} The disintegration of Eastern Europe was predict- 
able. The West countries realized the need to 
strengthen the Community, primarily for the Community's 
own sake but also because it had become a reference point 
for the East European countries which are seeking their way. 
It was therefore inconceivable that the West should set a bad 
example in this historic period. These two factors combined 
engendered a new awareness among the Twelve and, in my 
view, contributed to the holding of the European Council of 
Ministers’ meeting. 


[Haski] And yet, Europe gives the impression of being 
powerless to control events on its own continent. 


[Dumas] That is partly true, but only partly. It is unfair 
to criticize Western Europe, saying that it is not taking 
action where there are crises when it does not have the 
means of taking action. That is precisely why we are 
holding the Maastricht summit, to ensure that Europe is 
better armed, that it has a common foreign policy and a 
real political identity. 


{Haski] Is the Yugoslav affair not the symbol of the 
limits on the Twelve's capacity to take action? 


{Dumas} Let us look at the problem differently. Let us 
imagine that the Community did not exist. If each West 


the century, before 1914. I am deliberately simplifying 
things, with Germany supporting and heiping Croatia 
and France helping Serbia. The 
that possibility. But it did not have enough unity to 
more effective action. We must is situati 
objectively: Europe has done what it could, it could not 
do much but what it has done has been useful. You have 
put your finger on the problem. Europe must be given 
what it still lacks. 


{Haski] Splits are reemerging on the question of recog- 
nizing Slovenia and Croatia. Germany is pressing mat- 
ters whereas France seems to have reservaticns. Is there 
not likely to be a split after Maastricht? 


[Dumas] The self<determination of peoples is a sacro- 
sanct principle. We are trying to make our German 
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RET et ee ee eS 
must proceed 


{Dumas} Your statement needs to be modified. France 
and Serbia have had preferential ties in the past. France 
has good relations with the Croats. The hatred between 
Croats and Serbs is not recent and everybody who wants 
to criticize another can find historical arguments for so 
doing. i do not think that the search for a solution should 
involve retroactive criticism. 

{Haski] Did the lesson of Yugoslavia help to determine 
the Western reaction to Ukraine's independence? 


{Dumas} Ukraine's situation is different. Ukraine is a big 
republic, a state in itself. It has a seai at the United 
Nations. The problems presented by possible recognition 
are of a special nature. What kind of relations will 
Ukraine establish with the other Soviet republics? What 
will Ukraine's attitude be to Mr. Gorbachev's repeated 
demand to reconstitute a new “decision-making center.” 
We still do not have the answer. This is the reason for 
some caution shown by the Western countrics—the 
Americans, 5ritish, and French. A new world is taking 
shape before our eyes. It is legitimate to take time to look 
at how things develop. 


{Haskij Is there real anxiety about ihe nuclear question” 


[Dumas] Yes, Ukraine now has on its territory a suffi- 
cient quantity of armaments to make it the third biggest 
nuclear power in the world. Who has the power to decide 
on the use of nuclear weapons in the Soviet Union? 
Nobody is able to say that. There is therefore a worri- 
some political vacuum. That is why the president of the 
Republic proposed back on || September a four-party 
meciing (Footnote |) (France, Britain, the United States, 
USSR) to discuss this problem. We will one day have to 
discuss with the Soviet authorities what they intend to 
do about nuclear weapons. 


[Haski] Can Gorbachev survive this setback politically? 


[Dumas] It is impossible that Mr. Gorbachev did not feel 
the effects of the nationalist upsurge in Ukraine and the 
recent vote. We foresaw it. But Mr. Gorbachev is 
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working with a view to the long term. It is very difficult 
to judge his political future. But he is a tenacious man. 


[Haski] Will changes in this area, where Europe has no 
hold, continue to be peaceful? 


[Dumas] Do you think it is the EEC'’s vocation to 
become the gendarme of the whole region? 

not. We must therefore be cautious and make all sides 
understand that peaceful change is vital. It is impossible 
to do everything or just anything. Just imagine Y ugoslav- 
type situations in the future with other countries and 
other republics—Europe would be in great disarray. 


{Haski}] Will the European Twelve make an adequate 
qualitative leap forward in Maastricht? 


[Dumas] That is vital, otherwise Maastricht will be 
meaningless. We want Maastricht to be a success, but not 
at any price. oS ee oe cee & 
content, we will not disappoint the whole of Europe... 

Maastricht, Europe must ah ¢ dle coated ca 
monetary union, a move toward a common foreign 
policy, and the beginnings of a common defense. Europe 
will therefore be equipped to face the next century. 


[Haski] The main obstacles are still on political union. 
What room for compromise still exists? 


[Dumas] The progress on political union has been less 
spectacular than on economic and monetary union. But 
the problems have been clearly defined. This will make 
Maastricht’s work easier. We can already consider that 
things have made good progress on foreign policy. Only 
one question remains: Will there or will there not be a 
majority on decisions concerning the methods of imple- 
menting this common policy. There will be a debate. On 
other questions, like the subjects to which France 
attaches im ial issues and ind 

there be progress? We want that and I think thai we will 
be followed by a majority. That leaves the question of 
deferse: real progress has been made. The reservations 
which some people have are more psychological than 
political. Some of our partners imagine that those who 
want a European defense intend it to replace NATO. We 
have not yet managed to persuade them that that is not 
our intention. 


[Haski] Would France try to move closer to the NATO 
military structures? 


[Dumas] That is a major question which has been raised 
regularly since 1966 (Footnote 2) (The date when France 
withdrew from the NATO integrated military com- 
mand). There is no reason why France should now return 
directly or indirectly to the NATO integrated command. 
The question could be legitimately raised when the 
Atlantic Alliance was dealing with a potential enemy. 
Does that enemy still exist? Perhaps. But the threat is not 
the same. I will add that the disappearance of one of the 
superpowers means that the United States is taking a 
more important place in world affairs: France must 
assert its place--that of a big world power, it has 
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interests. But I do not see the need to move in the 
opposite direction, in other words to change our relation- 
ship with NATO and thus enter into Atlanticism under 


{Haski] Britain is in opposition on all the issues pre- 
senting obstacles to Maastricht. An vou disappointed by 
John Major who said he wanted to piace his country “at 
the heart of Europe?” 


[Dumas] The British are the British. They have a history. 
Britain is a great maritime power which looks toward the 
Atlantic and the United States, but its interests also lie in 
Europe. These two orientations explain the complexity 
of relations with that country. I have noticed that since 
Mr. Major's arrival things have seemed more flexible 
and even more simple, but that in fact this conflict of 


Britain will agree to sign an agreement in Maastricht. It 
does not want to cut itself off from Europe. 


[{Haski] On what do you base that conviction? 


{Dumas} I think I have seen that the British do not want 
to stake everything on their Atlantic policy. They want to 
keep something for Europe. They are well aware that 
Europe will move forward in Maastricht, that things will 
continue. They would suffer the repercussions of a 
failure of the negotiations or an absence from Maas- 
tricht. They will therefore try to reach an agreement. I 
hope they will. 

{Haski] The other major question is Germany's place in 
this Europe. German commentators criticize France for 
wanting Europe in order to “bind Germany.” What is 
your answer? 


{Dumas} Germany is a political, economic, demo- 
graphic, and industrial reality. Since the end of the war, 
Germany has played the Community game. France has 
done the same with Germany. The latest initiatives 
leading to Maastricht are Franco-German initiatives. 
Have people forgotten that? There is no indication that 
Germany wishes to distance itself from the Community. 
Saying at the same time that France is not sincere in its 
Community policy and that it is doing all that to “bind 
Gulliver” is meaningless. We must trust people. | think 
that the Germans are sincere in their desire to build the 
Community. | know that the French are. 


{Haski] Has the Franco-German relationship not 
changed since unification? 

[Dumas] No. The relationship between France and Ger- 
many has never been as strong as it now is. 


[Haski] An opinion poli this week said that 75 percent of 
French people have never heard of Maastricht... 


{Dumas} It is well known that the French are ignorant of 


geography’ However, they know what Europe represents: 
The answers given in opinion polls on Europe have been 
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clear. Despite demagogic propaganda, the French people 
realize that France's place is in Europe. 

{Haski] Does this Europe not strike them as too techno- 
cratic or abstract? 


[Dumas] In a way they are right. The time has come to 
give this Europe more of a democratic foundation. 
Hence our desire to give greater power to the European 
Parliament and the European Council of Ministers, 
composed of heads of state and of t who are 
responsible to their peoples at the heart of the Union. 


{Haski] Libya has announced the arrest of the suspects 
sought by the British and French legal authorities, and 
the decision to bring them before Libyan justice. How do 
you react to that announcement? 

[Dumas] I have asked several times the Libyan ambas- 
sador to France for his government to help the French 
judge in his task of concluding the proceedings. 
{Haski] In Algiers a few weeks ago you advocated nor- 
malizing relations with Libya. Were you not trying to 
“open a new chapter” too soon? 


[Dumas] At the time I was discussing the question of the 
sanctions dating back to 1986. The five southern Euro- 
pean countries present were all in favor of asking the 
EEC to lift its sanctions. At the time, there was no 
question of giving a verdict on anything else. The new 
responsibilities resulting from the legal investigations 
being conducted in France and Scotland show that 
individuals of Libyan nationality might be the perpetra- 
tors of an abominable crime against civilian aircraft. We 
have made diplomatic approaches to the Libyan state 
asking Libya to help the examining magistrate in his 
task. For the time being, the aim is to attribute respon- 
sibility and punish the guilty parties. 


{Haski] Is Libya’s behavior not now being exposed? 


[Dumas] Libya is judged according to its actions. If the 
Libyan state is responsible for these attacks, if it is guilty 
of plotting, ordering, and executing them, the conse- 
quences will be in keeping with the international crime. 
There are no limits on the scale of retaliation. But we 
must make calm judgments and leave the legal authori- 
ties to do their work. 

wee had pe he fp to United States, 

itain, and France) adopted a similar aporoach? 


[Dumas] We hold regular consultations. The procedures 
are different but our cooperation is close. 


{Haski] France is also affected by the situation in Togo 
where it has encouraged democratization but failed to 
prevent the arrest of the prime minister during a violent 
assault by the military. 


[Dumas] Let us make things clear. France wants the 
changes taking place in Africa to lead to greater democ- 
racy. This rule of conduct is valid for Togo and for other 
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countries. We hope that the democratic process siarted 
can be restored as soon as possible. We have taken action 
with the two sides—the head of state and the prime 
minister. Finally, I have contacted President Felix 
Houphouet-Boigny to ask that he and his peers should 
jointly intervene to influence the decisions of the Togo- 


[Haski} French officers still hold positions of command in 
that rebel Army. What conclusion do you draw from that? 


[Dumas] In the new African context, we must certainly 
rethink our military cooperation agreements. But I am in 
favor of doing so calmly rather than in the heat of the 
moment. [On a related topic, Paris France-Inter Radio 
Network, in French, 9 Dec, reports: “With regard to the 
death certificate of the USSR, Foreign Minister Roland 
Dumas said that France hopes that there will not be a 
movement toward anarchy.”] 


Beregovoy on Steps Toward Currency Integration 
AU1012123891 Paris AFP in English 1203 GMT 
10 Dec 91 


[Text] Maastricht, The Netherlands, Dec 10 (AFP)}—The 
Bank of France, the French central bank, will be indepen- 
dent of government by January |, 1997, Economy and 
Finance Minister Pierre Beregovoy said here Tuesday. 


“The French central bank will be independent before the 
creation of a European central bank” in line with a treaty 
on European economic and monetary union due to be 
signed by European Community leaders here, Beregovoy 
told a press conference. 


“AS we are optimistic, let us say that we will take this 
decision before January |, 1997,” the earliest date set by 
the EC for setting up a European central bank and a 
single European currency, he added. 


Eleven of the 12 EC countries—with the exception of 
Britain—agreed here Monday to introduce a single Euro- 
pean currency by 1999 at the latest. 


CFA To Be Linked to ECU 


AU1012132491 Paris AFP in English 1256 GMT 
10 Dec 91 


[Text] Maastricht, The Netherlands, Dec 10 (AFP)}—The 
CFA franc, the currency commonly used in much of west 
Africa, will become “linked” to a future single European 
currency, French Economy and Finance Minister Pierre 
Beregovoy said Tuesday. 
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“The CFA franc will be linked to the single currency just 
as it is currently linked to the franc,” Beregovoy told 
journalists at the European summit here. 


He added that this linkage would be “effected by the 
French Government” and the French central bank, 
which is scheduled to become independent by that time. 


Under the decisions due to be taken at the Maastricht 
summit Tuesday, a single European currency could be in 
circulation as early as January 1, 1997 and will be so in 
any event not later than January |, 1999. 


Zairian Prime Minister Arrives on Western Tour 


EA0912205591 Paris AFP in French 1323 GMT 
9 Dec 91 


[Text] Paris, 9 Dec (AFP)}—Zairian Prime Minister Nguz A 
Karl-I-Bond started today a tour of several Western coun- 
tries to have his first contact with these countries’ authori- 
ties since his appointment on 25 November. 


Foreign Minister Roland Dumas, who is at the European 
summit in Maastricht, and Cooperation Minister 
Edwige Avice, who is on a visit to Benin. 


try,” he added, saying that it was up to Zairians to “make 
the necessary decisions.” 


When Mr. Kari-l-Bond was appointed prime minister, 
France expressed the hope that it “would enable the 
resumption of dialogve among the parties” “and the 
creation of a democratic transition.” 


On 25 October, Paris decided “to interrupt” its cooper- 
ation with Zaire and repatriated French nationals in the 
country. After Paris, Mr. Karl-I-Bond is expected to visit 
the United States, Canada, and Belgium. 
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De Michelis Discusses Maastricht Summit, Issues 
ee Paris LE MONDE in French 7 Dec 91 
Pp 


{Interview with Foreign Minister Gianni de Michelis by 
Jacques Amalric and Marie-Claude Decamps in Rome— 
date not given] 
[Text] Rome—{LE MONDE] On the eve of the Maas- 
tricht European Council of Ministers’ meeting, what is 
your forecast? 


{De Michelis}] That there will finally be an agreement 
even if all the problems are not yet solved. On virtually 
all the outstanding subjects, we can see the compromises 
which will be accepted even if they have not yet been 
officially agreed. The most difficult battle at present 
relates to the question of majority voting on social issues. 
It will be difficult to have such an extension of the 
Community role accepted by the conservatives. 


Aside from that, I think that there are good, balanced 
compromises, even if they do not entirely satisfy the 
federalists, who would have wished for a greater 


The final compromise will probably not contain this 

can such caution be avoided at this 
stage? Nonetheless, had the principle of common action 
been adopted earlier, Mrs. Thatcher would not have 
been able to lift sanctions against South Africa a year 
before the Community. In Yugoslavia's case, the hypoth- 
esis of separate recognition of republics’ independence 


it 
z 
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LE MONDE} Is the existence of the French deterrent 
orce an obstacle to a common defense? Do you think 
that the concept of deterrence in Europe is outmoded? 


[De Michelis] Yes, and one day soon we will have to 
discuss these problems if we want to move toward a 
European defense and even if the problem of France's 
special status and prestige has to be raised in some way. 
That will happen. At the same time, we must not 
artificially increase the differences of approach between 
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countries like Britain, the Netherlands, and Italy, which 
do not want to weaken the Atlantic Alliance and trans- 
Atlantic links, and countries like Germany, France, and 
Spain which would like a more marked European 
defense identity. 


As we clearly saw during the recent NATO summit in Rome, 
nobody wants to weaken the Alliance and strip it of its 
political dimension. A week after Maastricht, NATO wishes 
to meet with the countries of East and Central Europe: 
building. We must not see any conflict between NATO and 
be transformed into convergence. 


[LE MONDE] What is Italy's position on recognition of 
Ukraine? 


[De Michelis] We are sending an envoy to Kiev next 
Monday. The European foreign ministers will discuss it on 
16 December. NATO must also consider security questions. 
But, in our view, the USSR no longer exists. Perhaps 
something else will one day exist, but we are in favor of full 
recognition of Ukraine which is already a UN member. This 
should enable the Europeans, not to negotiate this recogni- 
tion, but to have discussions with the Ukrainian leaders on 
a whole series of questions like the protection of minorities, 
the maintenance of existing borders and the fate of nuclear 
weapons deployed in Ukraine. 


{LE MONDE] What do you think should happen to the 
USSR's permanent seat on the Security Council? 


[De Michelis} That is a very difficult question to which I see 
three answers. Either the Soviet republics manage to main- 
tain some coherence which would enable them to keep the 
seat, or the seat passes to Russia, or it simply disappears. 


{LE MONDE] Are you in favor of Mr. Mitterrand’s 
proposal to convene a conference of the four powers 
which have nuclear weapons in Europe to discuss the 
future of Soviet nuclear arms? 


amen wy Net hated ay pete ace fee 
superceded if only because we no longer know who could 
speak for the Soviet Union. Although Soviet strategic 
arms are still controled by a weaker and weaker “center,” 
the same is not true of tactical weapons. We also think 
that this serious problem concerns NATO. We do not 
have nuclear weapons and we do not want them, but we 
want to be involved in the political decisions made by 
the Alliance to which we belong. 


Having said that, and for technical and political reasons, 
the question of the USSR's disintegration is on the 
Western countries’ shoulders. Europe is the theater on 
which we will have to choose between two world 
trends—integration and disintegration. The first trend 
can be seen in the Western part of the continent, the 
second in the East. It is up to us West Europeans to show 
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societies. This is a malaise which does not have objective 
reasons. The fact remains that we have no alternative but 
to take responsibility for the East European countries, 
otherwise we will be submerged by their problems, their 
unemployment; possible fascism; their economic failure. 
We do not have the choice. 


[LE MONDE] Will the Yugoslav crisis occupy a major 
place at Maastricht? 


[De Michelis] In principle, no, because we are waiting for 
the UN decision and the resumption of The Hague 
conference. The Twelve will discuss it at the ministerial 
level on 16 December. On that occasion, if no progress 
has been made, we will propose recognition not only of 
Slovenia and Custtio, Gah dan of Satnie Maseeapvion 
and Macedonia before the end of the year. I can under- 
stand the French caution, but we cannot wait indefi- 
nitely. Slovenia cannot survive economically without 
recognition. And why would we recognize Ukraine and 
not Croatia? 


We must stop the minority Croatian and Serbian extrem- 
ists who are trying to break up everything. It is a miracle 
that Bosnia has not yet exploded and that proves that a 
majority of Yugoslavs are not in favor of war. But we 
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must prevent the crisis, through Kosovo and the Yugo- 
slav Muslims, from the south of the 
continent, especially Albania where the Communists 
could be tempted by extreme nationalism. 


PDS Attacks on President Cossiga Heating Up 


92ES0267A Rome LA REPUBBLICA in Italian 
27 Nov 91 p2 


[Interview with Massimo D’Alema, number two leader 
of the Party of the Democratic Left, by Stefano Marroni 
in Rome; date not given: “D’Alema Accuses Cossiga and 
Secret Services of Getting Even for Gladio™] 

[Text] Rome—The appointment is for half past noon. 
Frozen on the TV screen in Massimo D’Alema’s room is 
the page from TELEVIDEO concerning Francesco Cos- 
siga’s self-accusation. “Did you see this?” is the first 
thing the number two leader of the PDS [Democratic 
Party of the Left] says. “He's not stopping at anything. I 
cannot imagine why he has done this.” 


{Marroni] At the Quirinale [presidential palace} they are 
letting it be known that Cossiga has “had it” with you 
and has accordingly called in the services, the Carab- 
inier, the police, and the Soviet ambassador... 


[D’Alema] To investigate me? Very well: Let them go 
ahead and investigate. 


{[Marroni] The president accuses you of not having 
disclosed the attempt to involve the PDS in the export of 
foreign exchange from the USSR. Why didn't you dis- 
close it? 


D’Alema] There was no crime that involved us. And 
rankly, | don't see what the Italian courts have to do 
with the matter. On the other hand, because I did inform 
the head of state about it—among other reasons to 
respond to the false accusations that he had leveled at my 
party on the basis of distorted information obtained | 
don't know where—I believe I fulfilled my duty as an 
Italian citizen. The proposal was made to use an 
account—which in fact we did not have—as a means of 
concealing a transfer of valuable foreign exchange from 
the USSR to Switzerland. We refused. We also informed 
Soviet political figures that an operation had been 
attempted that was of a questionable nature but obvi- 
ously harmful to the USSR. We further stated that we 
were prepared to supply all the information at our 
disposal to whoever in Moscow investigates the affair. 


[Marroni] You speak of a “questionable” operation. 
Questionable in what respect? 


[D’Alema] Look, Cossiga has repeatedly expressed his 
annoyance at every attempt to discover the truth about 
Operation Gladio. On this point we have clashed, 
because in our opinion throwing light on the mysteries of 
our national life is a precondition for a revitalized 
democracy. I have a feeling that our refusal to “forgive 
and forget” the past has cost us dearly. That is the source 
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of the campaign of provocations, “revelations,” and 
dossiers that have pounded away at us for weeks. | 
suspect that attempts to lay traps for us have been made 
and are still being made. Are we now confronted by one 
of these traps? I don’t know, but I do know for sure that 
if we are, we have not fallen into it. I believe, however, 
that the entire campaign concerning our “reiations” with 
the East has been “monitored” by the Italian secret 
Srvdaba, | dion talliove Gs Gaatanilin fa tn cxtahatien tar 
the position we have taken on Gladio: a kind of warning 
such as, “You want to dig into the past? Well, then, we 
shall help you.” 


{Marroni] All this is because you decided to request his 
impeachment. Was it worth the trouble? 


[D*Alema] It was not a frivolous request. We had hoped 
it would noi be necessary. It was right to wait for Prof. 
Francesco Cossiga to come to the realization thai his 
desire to undermine (ht system was incompatible with 
the nonpartisan character of his duties as president of the 
Republic. As a politician, is Cossiga convinced that this 
system does not work? Very well: Let him resign, take the 
field, and ask for votes to change the system. Instead, 


[Marroni] Weren't you counting on the “publicity 
effect” to capture support from the other parties? 


[D’Alema] We are convinced of the legitimacy of the 
impeachment action ‘ve are bringing against Cossiga. 


political forces. instead, disconcerting things are hap- 

La Malfa advises us to ask for Cossiga’s resigna- 
tion. is he himself asking for it? What are the other 
parties doing? Don't they realize that this intensifies the 
climate of mistrust that everyone condemns? 


[Marroni] Will they take action now? 


[D’Alema] I would like to think so, but we are not counting 
on it, sad to say. It is my impression that each of them is 


Alema] | don't intend to answer an insult with an insult. 
target of our action is a president of the Republic who 
is violating the Constitution. It is an action that concerns 
democracy, not a quarrel between individuals. It's not to our 


mpeg Bape Ape nde oo meg I was sur- 
see that only one newspaper has correctly 
appraised Cossiga’s assertions about the dossiers—and sur- 
prised at the evasiveness of those who feel about the 
ituation exactly as we do but are remaining silent. We have 


Situation 
5 our ‘biliti 
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[Marroni] What in particular made you decide to take 
action? 


{D’Alema] The information the letter to 
Andreotti and the threat of force being used in connec- 
tion with the CSM [Higher Council of the Magistracy] 
played a major role in our decision. Two branches of the 


Carabinieri in the hall of the CSM and the armored 
vehicles that “guarded” Marescialli Palace. What will 
happen tomorrow? Will we see armored vehicles in front 
of Montecitorio [Chamber of Deputies] too? 


{Marroni] There are those who say, “yes, Cossiga is 
exaggerating, but there's no other way to change....” 


tee In a situation of extremely serious crisis for 

G2isocracy—and especially if one intends to take the 
road to far-reaching reforms—it is essential to have 
rigorous respect for the rules, because violating them 
could open the way to authoritarianism. So far, the effort 
to undermine them has not produced any reforms but 
instead has produced disunion and a climate of “any- 
thing goes.” The Parliament and the citizenry can change 
the rules. If they can be changed by one man, it is a 
dangerous thing, for in that case they will be changed 
either not at all or for the worse. 


[Marroni] Aren't you afraid you will be regarded as 
conservatives? Weren't you frightened by the fact that in 
Brescia the people punished you, the DC, and the 
Socialists together? 


[D’Alema] Of course that frightened us. We are faced 
with a crisis that primarily affects the major political 
forces, and perhaps the forces of the Left in particular, 
because they appear incapable of pointing the way to an 
effective and credible solution to the crisis. The PSI 
{Italian Socialist Party] is deceiving itself by courting 
Cossiga, but theirs is a cynical—and mistaken— 
calculation, as was demonstrated in Brescia. 


{Marroni] But in Brescia the PDS collapsed... 


[D'Alema] I don't shut my eyes to the fact that a major 
difficulty is emerging for the PDS’ own political pro- 
gram. We wanted to build—on noni ical founda- 
tions—a force of the Left that assembled the best of the 
inheritance from the PCI [Italian Communist Party] and 
added other forces, other cultures. What has happened, 
however, is that to date we have not succeeded in 
stemming the fragmentation of the forces of change. We 
should reflect carefully. Although it is of course unfortu- 
nate that people do not realize that others—not we—are 
the ones who have misgoverned, it is not their fault. At 
its high point the PCI was in a position to give diverse 
components of our society a voice and to unite them on 
the basis of a comprehensive national policy. We did not 
succeed in implementing this operation on new bases 
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posal for political cooperation. Occhetto's big guns are 
being emplaced on two other fronts as well: the parlia- 
mentary committee on impeachment proceedings, and 
the meliorist “ambassadors” who are contacting other 
political groups to determine their willingness to request 
Cossiga’s resignation. 

The committee 1s meeting today to study the long-standing 
request by Senator Pierluigi Onorato, who has decided to 
convert his request for an investigation into a request for 


and discussion that took piace within the political coor- 
dination committee at Botieghe Oscure [PDS headquar- 


negative judgment concerning the head of state that was 
expressed during the meeting of the top PDS leadership, 
but added that he did not agree with the request for 
impeachment, because in his opinion the extreme cir- 
cumstances do not exist that would warrant application 
of Article 90 of the Constitution. 


shall be happy to adopt it. We shall not abandon the 
process we have initiated, but there is sufficient time to 
develop other initiatives for solving the problem to 
which we have called attention.” Occhetto then 
explained the difference between himself and Napolli- 
tano. “We are also advocating Napolitano’s proposal, 
but we are putting forward an additional one. We shall 
see which of the two is the more useful.... Our proposal 


Liberals and Social Democrats emphasize that they will 
oppose the impeachment request, but the statements 
issued yesterday reflect increasing embarrassment. 
Altissimo acknowledges that “every so often Cossiga 
says amazing things, such as his statement concerning 
the dossiers.” “The situation calls for silence,” is Cari- 
glia’s advice. And the DC performs a minor miracle of 
political acrobatics: Cossiga was displeased at Forlani's 
use of the adjective “unseemly” to describe the request 
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for his impeachment. Today's IL POPOLO writes that 
the PDS initiative is “to be ” Not much of a 
defense, and certainly not nearly enough by Francesco 


Cossiga’s standards. 
—by Sandra Bonsanti 


Cossiga Rebuts PDS Charges 
92ES0267B Rome LA REPUBBLICA in Italian 
27 Nov 91 p 3 


[Article by Giovanni Maria Bellu: “Go Ahead and 
Impeach Me for Conspiracy”—first paragraph is LA 
REPUBBLICA introduction} 


[Text} The head of state has sent a letter to the Office of 
the Public Prosecutor of Rome asking to be investigated 
for the Gladio affair. It is a political move and a prideful 
demand for vindication. He summoned the 
heads of the police forces and the Soviet ambassador. 
His target: Botteghe Oscure [Democratic Party of the 
Left headquarters}. 


Rome—Cossiga has denounced himself for the Gladio 
affair. The world of politics was astounded— 
thing: his self-accusation for very serious crimes was 
merely a way to strike a blow at the Democratic Party of 
the Left [PDS] and to shield the former chiefs of the 
Armed Forces. The clarification was broadcast in the late 


just 
noon GR-!| [Giornale Radio-1] newscast-—the nation 
prosecutor of Rome. 


Frenzied Activity 
But while he was ing this war on radio and TV 
ident found the tiene to busy hienestf 


the part of the head of state: At 1200 hours he sum- 
moned the head of the police, the commander of the 
Carabinieri, the heads of the military and civilian secret 
services (SISMI [Intelligence and Military Security Ser- 
vice] and SISDE [Intelligence and Democratic Security 


accusation against Massimo D’Alema, the number two 
leader of that party, charging that when D’Alema sus- 
pected the existence of i traffic between Italy and 
the USSR he informed the iet Union rather than the 
officials of his own country. 


Many suspected immediately that Cossiga’s self- 
accusation with respect to the Gladio affair was in reality 
an accusation against the person who had called into 
question the constitutionality of his actions. 
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then the hypothesis must be extended to include “those 
who were involved in this organization ai the top admin- 
istrative level.” 


It has long been well known that Cossiga did not like the 
way Andreotti handled the Gladio ir. It is equally 
well known that for more than a year, every time the 
legitimacy of the “stay-behind structure” is called into 
question, the head of state has “hit the ceiling.” And he 
has reviled, one after the other, those who have voiced 
their doubts. 


His self-accusation—as if in support of his own convic- 
tions—is designed to oblige the other officials of the 
government and his fellow party members to “come out 
in the open.” Here it is, formulated in a precise, bureau- 
cratic style: “I believe that according to equity and law | 
should be indicted on the same charges that have been 
brought against Vice-Admiral Fulvio Martini, former 
director of SISMI, and General Paolo Inzerilli, chief of 
staff of that same service, namely, political conspiracy by 
association, under Article 305 of the criminal code.” 











2 

The DC's Embarrassment 

The immediate reactions of the political parties were 
consistent with their respective iga™ or “anti- 


| 
! 


the “stay-behind™ structure. On both fronts, therefore, 
the discourse was centered on the Gladio affair. 

And here, on the TV evening newscasts, is the authentic 
interpretation of the president's action. The self- 
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[Box, p 3] 
How an Attack on the Constitution Is Punished 


An attack on the Constitution, however, is deemed to be 
assimilable to the crime covered in Article 283 of the 
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92ES0265A Rome LA REPUBBLICA in Italian 
27 Nov 91 p 7 


nattributed article: “A Government of Change Is 
a 


adds somewhat provocatively, “could even give govern- 
ments external support. When | speak of a different DC, 
I am talking about a party that is in a position to 








To De Mita, who had accused him of being happy about 
lapsing,” La Malfa responds that “it is a peculiar way of 
thinking, I do not think the theater is collapsing b> -cause 
we are getting votes. | think instead that if we got more, 
we could rebuild the theater. The fact that the PRI gets 
votes, according to La Malfa, “means that people want to 
a ee a oe ne ee om 
the DC.” 


In the Vatican, too, the Brescia case is being studied very 
attentively, and the analysis of the L'‘OSSERVATORE 
ROMANO is a very concerned one. The election is “an 
evident and dangerous signal, the result of an ever-more 
pathological dislike of the institutions. L'OSSERVA- 


dignity, we have reached this November of 1991 in 
which a part of the electorate, even though limited to one 
urban situation, has come out with a genuine pronuncia- 
mento against the party apparatus and against the insti- 
tutions themselves. Almost a kind of referendum.” And 
now what can be done? “A good many things,” answers 
the Vatican newspaper, “but first of all, get back a taste 
for politics as service, ac a place where duties are to be 
performed rather than where supposed rights are to be 
claimed. It is urgent that a sense of democracy as a good 
be reclaimed. A good that no one has the rghit to barter 
away or to scoff at.” 
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Article by Barbara Palombelli: “Send Everyone 
Then What? Craxi’s Black Year™] 


[Text] Rome—Socialist headquarters at Via del Corso 
the day after the Brescia blow. A few—two or three— 
blue cars parked beneath the offices; a few police escorts 
chatting and observing the first afiernoon of 
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DC Blamed for Losses 
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a deep desire for renewal, but we are going to have to see 
whether any opportunity will be given to these persons or 
whether everything will be left in the hands of those who 
have managed it in a way that does not please voters 
today, as the case of Brescia shows. 


Then what? What lesson should the party of parties, the 
ever-governing DC, draw from the black Monday of 


comment does a minister like Rosa Russo Jervolino 
make? “It is not a test that one can give national meaning 
to. If, for example, there had been an election in my 
Abruzzo, it would have had a completely opposite 
result.” And what comment does the Forlani supersup- 
porting IL POPOLO make? “The results in Brescia are 


the story of a preannounced failure...." 


And yet, beneath it all the conviction that the golden age 
is really ending and that something must be done seems 
to be beginning to spread in ever-larger segments of the 
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kind of an internal “clarification”: “If the organizing 
assembly of Milan should not have the impact that som< 
of us are conferring upon it, it will be necessary to cal! a 
congress into session quickly to discuss a strategy ard to 
renew, to renew....” 

Yes, renew, renew.... That is precisely the rallying cry of 
the scheduled national assembly, at which the DC— 


fourth: “primaries,” or something of the kind, for the 
selection of DC candidates in all elections. 

But wili the soft underbelly of the crossed shield give a 
green light to the four innovations? Giampaolo D’An- 
drea, the man who has been working on the preparation 
of the assembly, is optimistic: “Let us say that the 
Brescia vote can function as an accelerator in helping us 
to overcome certain difficulties. The leadership is well 
aligned, and there is a strong demand from the base. We 
will perhaps find resistance in the intermediate ranks...." 
However that may be, it is not a question of the DC 
having a great deal of time left. Already what rang in 
Brescia was much more than an “alarm bell”; and still it 
could be nothing compared to what might indeed 
happen in a city like Milan.... 


It is easy to imagine that it will be precisely this that 
Cardinal Martini will explain to the crossed shield gen- 
eral staff that he will receive today in private audience. 
He will subsequently receive the whole DC directorate 
for a mass. The forces of Forlani and Formigoni, which 
are already out of the government of the city, are in 
danger of being irreversibly set aside in Milan. And if it 
is true that with regard to voters Milan is worth a couple 
of regions in the South, it becomes clear that a decline in 
the North would bring with it mortal dangers for the 
entire DC. 


Lega Leader Says Party ‘Ready To Govern’ 
92ES0264B LA Repubblica in Italian 27 Nov 91 p § 


[Interview with Lega leader Umberto Bossi by Guido 
Passalacqua; place and date not given: “And Now I Will 
Govern”) 
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at Brescia in the next few days? The city DC secretary 
asks you to stop “spinning your wheels” and urges you to 
“propose a program and a mazyor....” 


[Bossi] It is up to us to take the first steps... 


[Passalacqua] But you were not opposed to the idea of 
governing, imposing on the a “minimum” 
threshold of 35 percent of the 


Bossi] We will begin consultations next week, we will 
ve our program ready on Thursday. 


] With whom will you begin consuliations? 
ith the DC, the PSI [Italian Socialist Party}, with the 
PDS [Democratic Party of the Left}, with minor parties? 


[Bossi] It seems to me that a ruic is emerging. It is that of 
large numbers, | would not know what to do with a fruit 
cocktail of five, six, seven parties. When you have 
created a coalition with two, at most three components. 
you have achieved your goal. 
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[Passalacqua] That is a considerable cut. There is a big 
reduction in the field of your possible partners... 


{Passalacqua] But if the two or three parties you do not 
want to and which are numerically determinant 
for the creation of the coalition, were to say no.... In 
short, if they were to show they did not prefer, or did not 
want to be seen as the lackeys of the Lega, what would 


[Bossi] They know very well what would happen... 
[Passalacqua] What would that be? Explain please. 


[Bossi] If they did not carry out the conditions of 
administration, there wouid be a near-term crisis. 


er Se is what might be called blackmail. 
i you govern on our conditions, or everything will 
be up in the air again... 


Bossi} If new administrative elections were to be held at 
ia, the parties would be cut to picces. 


[Passalacqua] Is that a promise? 


Bossi] It is a statement. If it is clear to the voters that the 


cannot govern because of party opposition, the next 
time it will not be a defeat, but a collapse for the DC. 


ee eo Se ee eee 
Brescia” 


[Bossi] The statistics and events that come from Brescia 
constitute a strong signal that says a change has taken 
place in government headquarters. | must say that Cos- 
siga had foreseen this. He had anticipated that it was an 
event that could no longer be delayed. After all, the 
Brescia people have taken the axe not so much to the 
institutions as to the occupation of the seat of power by 
the parties and the form of the state. 


[Passalacqua] Then from Brescia we get a double signal of 
the crisis of the system in general and more specifically of 
the Lega that is headed toward the government...” 


[Bossi] On the first subject it is certain that Brescia is a 
national signal. On the second, no. If we head up the 
government at Brescia, that doesn't mean that we will do 
it everywhere. in one city we may be in the opposition, in 
another at the head of the government. It depends on 
when certain conditions mature. 


[Passalacqua] And what about the political message that 
comes from the Brescia vote? 


[Bossi] There were those who wanted us to take our votes 
to the social-communist blood bank (Bossi refers to the 
Castilazzi ouster), we would have deceived them. They 
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certain skill at it.... 


New Lega Formed 
92ES0265B Milan L’UNITA in Italian 29 Nov 91 p 6 


[Article by Angelo Faccinetto: “The New League Is Born, 
Competitor to Bossi’’--first two paragraphs are 
L’UNITA introduction] 


municipal councilors in its ranks. “We will run in the 
elections; our goal is a federal republic. We are against 
reactionary destabilization.” 

Another league in Lombardy. It is called the “New 
League” and it has as its founding father the ex-president 
of the Carroccio [wagon, symbol of the Lombard 
League}, Franco Castellazzi. Its goal: the creation of a 
federal republic by democratic methods. The idea of the 
three republics? “Unfeasible and undesirable.” The new 
movement—which has four regional and 25 municipal 
councillors in its ranks—will run for the first time in the 
Milan—Franco Castellazzi speaks for more than hour on 
the day of the official inauguration of his “Autonomous 
Federalist and Direct League,” more simply 
known as the “New League.” But he does not mention 
Bossi's name even once. His league-—he emphasizes—is 
not coming into being with any desire to get even. Hence, 
no polemics. When he speaks of the original Lombards, 
however, his comments are vitriolic. 

To describe his political program, Castellazzi takes his cue 
from the vote in Jrescia. “We are happy,” he says, “about 
the success of the Lega Nord. We contributed to its success 
ourselves by recommending that our followers vote for it. 
But the Lega Nord took 2,000 votes less in Brescia than it 
did in the regional elections last year.” It went from 25,5 to 
24.4 percent, and it also lost votes at Bormio and San 

a 
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ever-lower numbers. A result which, according to the Lom- 
bard ex-president, has to make one think about the real 
possibilities of an alternative to the system. And, as a 

Castellazzi expounds his recipe, which is slated 


monic plan” so cherished by the senator [Bossi]. Castel- 
lazzi is clear about that. He is argumentetive. Those who 
are looking for 2 path that does not exist, he says, “will 


desirable, a demagogic invention.” The beginning point 
may rather be the reform program of regional autono- 
mies envisioned by Labriola, “even though it has many 
marked differences with our plan.” More yet. “I hope 
that program passes,” says Castellazzi. “We cannot hope 
to reach federalism from evening to morning. And the 
program has to be built with the political forces, however 
good or bad they may be.” Anyway, he emphasizes, it is 
possible to reach an understanding in this area, above all 
with the PSI [Italian Socialist Party], the PDS [Demo- 
cratic Party of the Left], and the PRI [Italian Republican 
Party}. One thing, however, must be clear to the New 
Leaguers: “Many are today shouting against the system, 
but if it is a question of reactionary destabilization, it is 
not for us. We want to see the content, what federalism 
there is in their intentions. Cossiga, too, is right on many 
things, but we want to see where he is headed.” It is not 
for nothing that the federal state longed for by the New 
League—with Castellazzi, among the promoters, are the 
Lombardy regional councillors Gisberto Magri, Mas- 
simo Colombo, and Virgilio Castellucchio—is intended 
to be based on direct democracy. A system whose chief 
principles rest on propositional referendums (even for 
appropriation laws), direct election of mayors and of the 
president of the Republic, and with those of the provin- 
cial and regional! presidents along the way, and on reform 
of the Parliament. And above all in regionalization of 
almost all the tasks which now reside in the state, from 
the system of justice to taxes to public order. At the end, 
Casteliazzi returns to speaking about Brescia, where 
former Lega group head Cavalli abandoned Bossi's 
movement last Wednesday. The government of the city, 
he says, must be entrusted to the Lega Lombarda. “A 
single-party government might be considered which 
would rest upon a technical vote of the DC, PSI, and 
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PDS. In that way the parties could demonstrate that the 
Lega governs worse than they do. Or vice versa.” 


Milan Government Coalition Facing Crisis 


92ES0263B Rome LA REPUBBLICA in Italian 
27 Nov 91 p § 


council, the “red-grey-green” council, dissolved. The 
wr 5 ett fear enuittietiien and 


times by the requirements of national policy and by the 
Roman leadership. 


“I am amazed,” exclaimed Pillitteri, dignified but over- 
whelmed. “It seemed simple..." Of course, the disagree- 
ment seemed linked only to urban questions, and, mark- 
edly, to the new Fair, a subject that had divided the 
majority until the defeat and the precrisis of 20 days ago. 
On one side the Greens and the ecologist arm of the 
PDS, on the other the PSI and the PRI. And yet grudges 
from the past and fears for the future have funneled into 
that disagreement, which had first seemed limited. In a 
few days an enormous grinding machine was set in 
motion. There were the recurrent divisions on urban 
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“It seemed simple,” said Pillitteri, who later pointed his 
finger at the PDS. Like Cossiga, Pillitteri wears the CGIL 
{Italian General Confederation of Labor] seal in his 
buttonhole. And, like Cossiga, he sarcastically lashes out 
at the PDS, saying he prefers, and regrets, the “degree of 
maturity always shown by the old PCI [Italian Commu- 
nist Party].” And he also accused Franco Bassanini of 
extravagance, he became the head of the PDS list after 
distinguishing himself in his battles against the new Fair. 
That battle caused the blocking of the project, already 
approved by the Council. “While his party was com- 
mitted to the verification, Bassanini was holding a press 


tility and a bitter struggle in opposing a possible “party 
of crisis and of early elections.” 


All efforts for mediation having failed, with Craxi’s 
recent appeal (“Don't open a crisis in the dark”) ignored, 
and Pillitteri rejected by Occhetto and La Malfa, at the 
PDS and the PRi they are convinced of having no other 
choice than to resign to set the situation back to zero and 
rebuild the alliance. That very same alliance, PDS and 
Republican members say, along with the Greens and the 
Pensioners. Cinzia Barone, a Green, summed it up. “We 
had to resign all together to reconstruct joint action.” 
That view is shared by Antonio Del Pennino, Milan PRI 
leader, and by the PDS general staff. However, the 
Socialists suspected an infinite number of traps in this 
kind of farewell today to reembrace tomorrow. They 
replied with a clear refusal. And more than one Socialist 
is murmuring that those people from the PDS will pay 
dearly. Perhaps such a threat is the sign of a definitive 
break, and the beginning of anguish among the PRI as 
well. The reformist wing, headed by former deputy 
mayor Carboni and by Piero Borghini, president of the 
regional council, is increasingly restless—and not only in 
collecting signatures opposing Cossiga’s impeachment. 
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What about the future? According to Pillitteri one must = reformers open to a dialog with Catholics, with a part of 
still look into the crystal ball. The DC and the PLl are the DC. That is an unexplored approach, filled with 
more precise. “A coalition open to prestigious outsiders, §_ uncertainties. For the moment the only certainty is that 
and a majority with programs without divisions.” for the first time in the history of Milan, the PSI is alone 
Former mayor Tognoli envisages an agreement by leftist and defeated. Election 
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Cavaco Silva Comments on Maastricht EC Summit 


PM1012101891 Lisbon DIARIO DE NOTICIAS 
in Portuguese 27 Nov 91 p 3 


[Fernando de Sousa report: “Cavaco Confident About 
Political and Economic Union”™] 

[Text] Prime Minister Cavaco Silva expressed yesterday 
in Brussels “some confidence” in the possibility of the 
coming EC summit in Maastricht, Netherlands, pro- 


ducing significant progress in the intensification of Euro- 
pean political and economic integration. 


Appreciable differences between the 12 EC member 
States with respect to some aspects of that integration 
process, with the creation of a political, economic, and 
monetary union, still occur but Cavaco Silva said that he 
is “less pessimistic” than a few weeks ago in view of 
“many efforts for a convergence of stances.” 


Cavaco Silva was speaking at a news conference in 
Brussels beside EC Commission President Jacques 
Delors, with whom he had just had a working lunch. 


On the results expected at Maastricht he said: “I can see 
no substantial obstacie to an agreement at a reasonable 
level.” As far as Portugal is concerned, he said that he is 
prepared to “make every effort to help ensure that 
sep egge 6 dhedmy producing a “reasonably 
high” degree of European integration. 


Cavaco Silva discussed with Delors some essential 
aspects of the Portuguese of tae Community, 
which will last until the second half of 1992. 


Assurances for Success 


When a journalist asked what kind of assurances Delors 
gave Cavaco Silva to justify the prime minister's positive 
attitude concerning Maastricht, the Commission presi- 
dent said that he is “not the boss,” implying that he 
would be able only to submit proposals to the Council of 
Ministers, which would make the political decisions— 
not to offer assurances. 

Asked about the Port presidency's policy if the 
Maastricht summit is a failure, Cavaco Silva said that it 
would be a duty to “continue to work. It will certainly be 
a difficult task, but we will continue” the current efforts. 
However, he expressed the conviction that “the EC 
cannot afford the luxury of failing.” 


Portuguese Presidency 


In reply to the same question, Delors emphasized a 
positive attitude in telling the journalist: “Nobody has 
spoken to me of that eventuality.” 


Silva stated that one of the Portuguese presidency's priori- 
ties will be to ensure the continuation of the process of 
intensifying European integration following the favorabie 
results expected of the Maastricht summit. Another issue is 
guiding the debate toward appraising the EC's financial 
planning and deciding on new structural funds, together 
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with issues such as the reform of the Common Agricultural 
Policy. All these issues come under the Portuguese priority 
of safeguarding economic and social cohesion, eliminating 
the disparities in development between the Community's 
various regions at a time when greater integration among 
the Twelve is being witnessed. 


Another priority of the Portuguese presidency will be to 
achieve significant progress in building the internal 
market, with the removal of barriers to the movement of 
people, goods, capital, and services from January 1993. 
Silva stated that “it forms part of the EC's very credi- 
bility to meet the date set” for the introduction of the 
internal market. 


The prime minister took the opportunity to emphasize 
that, over and above the aims of the internal deepening 
of the Community, the Portuguese presidency will seek 
<0 davelap “the Cs selations @tth the Sout, the 
Maghreb; the Mediterranean countries; southern Africa; 
and Latin America.” 


This aspect of Portuguese policy on the Community 
“will seek to express solidarity with the countries of 
those areas, making a contribution to development and 
to human rights observance wherever they are vio- 
lated” —an explicit reference to the issue of East Timor, 
which is to be the subject of a strong stance by the 
Community against Indonesia's conduct at the Maas- 
tricht summit. 


Enlargement of Community 


Sources close to the talks with Delors stated that Cavaco 
Silva mentioned this issue, although less insistently than 
at the previous day's meeting with Ruud Lubbers, in 
view of the fact that the expected Community stance is 
to be implemented within the framework of the EC's 


political cooperation. 


Asked about the escudo’s future integration into the 
European Monetary System's exchange rate mechanism, 
Cavaco Silva repeated the well-known remark that “it 
will be some Friday,” but did not enter into details, 
stating only that the process will depend on the trend in 
inflation, which has now been reduced to 9.5 percent, 
among other circumstances. On the possibility of Portu- 
gal’s accepting a single European currency in 1997, in the 
framework of economic and monetary union, the prime 
minister stated that it is still impossible to comment 
specifically, adding that “this depends on real conver- 
gence—not just monetary convergence.” 


Before starting back to Lisbon, Cavaco Silva also had on his 
agenda a visit to the “At the Bounds of the Middle Ages” 
exhibition in Ghent, which forms part of the Europalia. In 
the morning, he visited other exhibitions in Brussels. 








30 PORTUGAL 


‘Message of Hope’ Issued to Timorese People 
LD0812010791 Lisbon RDP Comercial Radio Network 
in Portuguese 0700 GMT 7 Dec 91 


{“Excerpt” of message from Portuguese Prime Minister 
Anibal Cavaco Silva to “all Timorese people” to mark 
the 16th anniversary of Indonesia's invasion of East 
Timor—tead by Cavaco silva] 


[Text] It is my deepest belief that Indonesia will not be 
able to prove indifferent toward winds of change much 














Ellemann-Jensen Discusses EC Objectives 


PM0912174491 Copenhagen BERLINGSKE TIDENDE 
in Danish 4 Dec 91 p 9 


[Article by Danish Foreign Minister Uffe Eliemann- 
Jensen: “EC Union Will Guarantee Europe's Future™] 
[Text] The negotiations on EC union are almost com- 


plete. If all goes well it will be possible to concluded them 
at the Maastricht summit in a few days’ time. And then 


Our generation was lucky. In the years between 1947 and 
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revival of the old revanchist Europe in which the indi- 
vidual nation states keep a watchful eye on each other to 
exploit weaknesses to further their own interests, even if 
this leads to violence, racial hatred, and in the end 
perhaps to war. 

This is the risk facing Europe. There is no guarantee that 
all the abominations that have successfully been 
excluded from the European scene for more than 40 
years cannot reemerge. Just look how extremists of the 
most unpleasant kind are on the move in France, Bel- 
gium, and Austria—and now in Sweden, too—indeed, 
here in our own Denmark we can see currents which the 
majority of us would very much prefer to be without. 
The EC union negotiations in all their exciting simplicity 
are about staying on course in cooperation. 
We have reached a stage at which the members of the EC 


common interest. Today no European country can approach 
its security in isolation from that of the rest of Europe. 
Security policy in the Europe of today has as its objective 


! 
| 


we 
of how much money we spent on military 
defenses. In the plans for aid to Eastern Europe that are 
currently being discussed by the Folketing, Denmark has 
put these ideas into practice and given them real content. 
However, it is clear that just as military operations have 
a fixed point of departure, such a European process must 
have a firm foundation. This foundation is the EC and 
the European integration process. 

It is the EC’s success which makes this whole operation 


and economic reforms to an association agreement with 
the EC. The Baltic countries want a close relationship 
with the EC. As do Russia and Ukraine. 


The EC is the flywheel of the European process. Uf the BC 
is weakened and loses its ability to carry this process 
through, there is a very great risk that it will collapse. 


Now that we in Denmark are having to prepare ourselves 
for making up our minds about these issues, we have to 
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to new negotiations in 1996 or 1997. 


This is also in line with the thrust of our age. After all, it is 
precisely the strength and the energy of the desire to create 
political and economic union in Europe that has brought us 
to where we are today. This thrust will not only continue. It 


It would also be a mistake to think that if the negotia- 
tions look likely to capsize because of differences 

the i t countries, the EC 
nations will simply shrug their shoulders and say, “Oh, 
how annoying!” Too much is at stake. There will bo—as 
there always is—a determination in European coopera- 
tion to solve concrete and well-defined problems which 
the member nations run into. But there will be little 
understanding if a process is halted which is of such 
crucial importance to the whole of Europe and which has 
the support of practically all the member nations and the 
overwhelming majority of the European nonmember 
nations. The EC is not interested in turning the union 
negotiations into a beer garden in which the attention 
paid to vital questions of peace and stability and welfare 
and prosperity are subordinated to a sort of tyranny by 
the minority. 


The central Danish negotiating objectives fall into three 
main groups. 

First, an expansion of the most important sections of the 
present treaty—the Treaty of Rome. 
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This will be achieved through a transition to qualified 
majority voting on the issue of environmental protection 
and a clause which makes it possible to take account of 
environmental considerations in areas of cooperation 
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signed. It is simply that we have not enjoyed the benefits 
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the new states 
which will be formed and emerge from what was once 
Denmark does not have a great deal of influence over 
what will happen in Eastern Europe and beyond. The EC 


* Conservative Voters Polled on Concerns 


92ENO088B Copenhagen BERLINGSKE TIDENDE 
in Danish 2 Now 91 p § 


[Unattributed article: “Conservative to Ten”) 
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[Text] The economy, unemployment, and taxes are the 
biggest problems for Conservative voters. 


vas conducted through home visits, during 
which a esentative sampling totaling 12,000 Danes 
were interviewed. They were asked the question, “Which 
of these political issues do you believe is most important 
for Denmark?” 


The extremely large number of interviews included in 
this survey makes it possible to examine in detail 
responses by voters of the individual parties. 


In conjunction with the national congress of the Conser- 
to analyze responses by Conservative voters as to which 
issues they expect their politicians to focus on. 


Conservative voters comprise 1,760 respondents. All 
respondents evaluated a list of possibilities, which are 
shown in the table below. 


The Conservative voters may be divided into core 
voters, new voters, and lost voters. 


The core voters are those who voted for the Conserva- 
tives in the last election and would vote for them again if 
elections were heid tomorrow. The new voters are those 
who did not vote for the Conservatives im the last 
election, but intend to do so next time. The lost voters 
voted for the Conservatives last time, but do not intend 
to do so again. 





Which of these political issues do you believe are most 
important for Denmark’ 


New | Core 
Coase | Conser- 
vative | vative 
Voters | Voters 
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As scen in the table, core Conservative voters believe that 


* Chairman: Policy To Continue 


92ENO090A Copenhagen BERLINGSKE TIDENDE 
in Danish 11 Nov 91 p 4 


[Article by Terkel Svensson and Anette Juul-Madsen: 
“Party Will Continue To Balance in the Middle” —first 
paragraph is BERLINGSKE TIDENDE introduction] 
[Excerpts] The political line has been drawn, party 
chairman Mimi Jakobsen stressed at the CD {Center 


i 
i 
i 
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sil Gel echeandiy dudes Gis tan ouaten. 


may tee wy a penny nied ap oes 
party chairman Mimi Jakobsen said, once the congress at 
the Hotel Scandic in Ringsted ended yesterday. 

“The delegates understand that we have not gone and 
become Social Democrats, but that the CD policy is a 
combination of an extremely friendly attitude toward 
business and social responsibility,” she said. Her mes- 
sage to the congress was that “we are our own people.” 
Group chairman Arne Melchior said that “we are called 
the Center Democrats and we are in the center,” but he 
added that the CD, like the weather in Denmark, is not 
as predictable as some people may like. 


The extreme right wing of the CD had its wings clipped at 
the congress and the controversial Folketing candidates Enk 
Dago from Fyn and Uffe Clausen from Arhus were not even 
present. Dago is about to be thrown out of the party for his 
telephone on behalf of the Danish Association and 
Clausen called a no-confidence vote against national 
chairman A.O. Andersen—cven though Clausen was absent 


The Social Democrats’ political affairs spokesman, 
Mogens Lykketoft, said after the congress that “there are 
no indications whatsoever that we cannot continue our 
close cooperation with the CD on a number of points.” 


“From my standpoint, it is wonderful that the congress 
has decided to continue both the cooperation we have on 


a number of issues and the role the CD has played in 
implementing solutions that enjoy broad support,” Lyk- 


Henning Dyremose (Conservative) 
, deputy chairman of the Conservative 


But Grove 
Folketing group, said that the congress confirmed his 
opinion that the CD is moving in the direction of the 


aes ome The Danish Association, which itself has 
indicated that it has many CD members among its ranks, 
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* Nation Must Accept Lower Living Standards 


92ENO103B Helsinki HUFVUDSTADSBLADET 


in Swedish 28 Oct 91 p 2 


Sebchak Appeals for Food Aid 
LD0812175191 Helsinki Suomen Yieisradio Network 


10 December 1991 
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that 
between 40,000 and 50,000 jobs were lost from small 
and medium-size Finnish companies, that 600 busi- 
nesses go under each month and that the number of 
unemployed increases by 1,000 every day. 
The statistics are bolstered by which claim that 
the Finns expe~.ence their fellow citizens as > 
egoistical, cnminal, superficial, callous, and t. 
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Hard times engender hard words. When the crib is 


if that means that our neighbor's share will shrink. 


In today’s economy, the resurrection of Finnish compet- 
itiveness and the basis for secured prosperity should 
begin by extending working hours by two and a half 
hours a week, with no extra compensation. 


The effects of this measure should be broadcast daily by 
the Finance Ministry in an information campaign 
designed to inculcate even in the mind of the inveterate 
skeptic that it is possible for Finland to dig itself out of 
its economic crisis. 


But if we maintain that it must get even worse before it 
can get better, if we, in other words, insist that there is 
nothing to gain from unpaid, extended, work hours, then 
we are rejecting one of the few remaining solutions 
available to us. 


Another kind of rearmament which could help dispel the 
painful feelings of despair, is that we each according to 
our ability contribute to a more positive public spirit. 

i and war veterans, who consider themselves 
poorly rewarded after their arduous efforts, could 
remind themselves of the feeling of accomplishment they 
had when they poured the foundation for the Finnish 
welfare state into the smoldering ruins. Then nobody 
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asked with the same jealous impertinence as today who 
perchance had contributed the most. 

The feeling of solidarity did not have to be coaxed or 
cajoled to emerge, but it suffused everyone and inspired 
the people to impressive results. Even if today we had 
only a fraction of this idealism, it would enable us to 
repeat the Finnish miracle. 

The poet T.S. Eliot said fifty years ago and it still holds 
true: “We dream of systems so perfect that no one need 
be good.” 

Finnish society will not become perfect, but certainly 
more endurable with a little more kindness. 


* SDP Disregards Role in Economic Crisis 


92ENO103A Helsinki HUFVUDSTADSBLADET 
in Swedish 27 Oct 91 p 2 


[Editorial: “SDP Sneaking Under the Rar™] 


[Text] There are many indications that the Social Demo- 
crats [SDP], who have no seat in the cabinet, are now taking 
the easy way out in formulating their opposition policy. This 
according to Bjorn Mansson who as evidence cites state- 
ments of the “moral death” of the government, accusations 
putting all the blame for the current crisis on the govern- 
ment, unwillingness to assume any responsibility for the 
central wage agreement and the behavior of the party during 
the budget negotiations. 


“Aho's cabinet died a moral death last Monday,” stated 
Liisa Jaakonsaari, deputy chairperson of the Social Demo- 
cratic Eduskunta group, a couple of days ago. She added that 
the government had thereby lost its legitimacy. 


However, neither she nor the other Social Democrats in 
her group are prepared to draw the logical conclusion of 
the declaration of death, and declare themselves willing 
to scrap their earlier decision to remain in opposition. 
On the contrary, the Social Democratic group 1s still 
prepared to negotiate with the “illegitimate corpse” on 
the Finnish budget and the budget laws, which is a 
positive sign. 

Jaakonsaari's statement was only another example of the 
SDP’s attempt to sneak under the bar—in spite of the 
fact that the group leader, Antti Kalliomaki, used to be a 
su: cessful pole vaulter. 


The death certificate was issued at a time when more 
objective analysts felt rather that the cabinet had sur- 
vived a test of strength and was now abic to approach the 
future with greater confidence 


SDP has, however, decided to put all the blame for the 
economic crisis on the nonsocialist government, in spite 
of the fact that it has only been in power for half a year 
and not even in theory can be given all the responsibility 
for a crisis, the origin of which can be traced many years 
back in time. 
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SDP is also “forgetting” that their party belonged to the _—therefore has no political responsibility for its realiza- 
Snipa tanbhea 
it 

red-and-blue cabinet, 1987-91, with its Ministers of | The fact that the SDP boss of late, Sorsa, with the 
Finance. Liikanen and Louckoski one Rees Se re ee eee 

emerged from the cadre of Social Democrats, is one of 
And SDP should least of all “forget” that this year’s _ the originators and guarantors of the agreement, should 
budget, with its extreme miscalculation of the recession, perhaps not be considered an “encumbrance” on the 
was signed by none other than Louckoski! SDP—as a matter of fact, many Social Democrats seem 

to feel that Sorsa made @ mistake when he “in passing 
When SDP now puts the brunt of the blame on the happened to save the nonsocialist government.” 
differences of opinion between Prime Minister Aho and : ; 7” 
Foreign Minister Vayrynen, the criticism is on target The fact that practically all Social Democratic decision- 
only as far as it concerns the immediate, triggering | Makers within the central trade union federations—with 
reason for the expected devaluation and last week's the exception of Risto Kuisma, who is always in oppo- 
currency flow out of the country. is was, sition—gave the agreement their blessing, should obli- 


are supported by many economists) that the agreement, 
by itself, was not enough to pull us out of the crisis, he 
fails to consider at least three other factors. 


First, the interest rates were already declining, at an even 


tions or the Social Democratic head of the Metalworkers 
Union, Per-Erik Lundh? 


This does not prevent us from feeling pleased that the 
prime minister and the foreign minister now have settled 
their public “dialogue.” Criticism of the agreement 
should be reserved for interest groups and economics 
professors whose behavior is unfetterd by political 
responsibility. 

Foreign organizations, which evaluate the creditworthiness 
of countries, unfortunately have lent them their ears.... 


While the Social Democratic Eduskunta group now 
emphasizes that it is not a party to the agreement, and 


This basically leaves the question of health center fees, 
which should be solved as part of the overall solution, 
including dental care reform. 


But most of all, the SDP should once and for all abandon 
its rampant populism, which expresses itself in con- 
vincing unsuspecting citizens that the 150 million 
markkaa which will be reserved next year for new fighter 
jets would be sufficient to finance such important social 
programs which would cost billions. 


This is really taking the easy way out. 
Norway 


Tutu May Nominate De Klerk, Mandela for Prize 


MBO0712132191 Umtata Capital Radio in English 
1100 GMT 7 Dec 91 


[Text] Anglican Archbishop Desmond Tutu says he 
might nominate F.W. de Klerk and Nelson Mandela for 
the Nobel Peace Prize next year if the two make substan- 
tial progress in the forth coming negotiations. Tutu, who 
won the peace prize in 1984, says his award helped to 
focus the world’s attention on South Africa, and to speed 
up the process of abolishing apartheid. 
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He asked for an alcohol-free drink when the Storting 
Foreign Affairs Committee wanted to toast its departing 


pian of progress for the Europe debate is good. The EEA 
agreement is such that it ensures our interests in the 
economic area. It makes it possible for us to discuss the 
political aspects of an eventual EC membership in 
peace,” he says. 


EC Views 


The new trade minister's own opinion about the EC will 
remain a secret. Like his predecessor, Godal is opting to 


“What do you think about Stoltenberg’s statement that 
Norway's security and foreign policy interests are best 
served by EC membership? 


“I have great understanding for these viewpoints. At the 
same time, I do not think it is appropriate to take a position 
on the EC piecemeal and separately. It is necessary to make 
a comprehensive assessment,” says Godal. 
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“And your position on Rune Gerhardsen's view that the 
Labor Party must refrain from saying yes to the EC in 
consideration of unity within the party?” 

“First and foremost, I am afraid of dramatizing the 
danger of a split. The debate inside the party is now on 
an entirely different track than in 1972. 1 do not see any 
basis for anticipating a split,” says Godal, who thinks 
that Gerhardsen with his initiative may give the impres- 
sion that he is doing so, even if he has not meant this. 
Godal is among those in the Labor Party who are marked 
by the earlier EC battle. As an active “no-man,” he likely 
was on the verge of breaking away from the party. It is an 
irony of fate that his daughter is now among Inge 
Staldvik’s allies in the internal battle over the EC. 


Bjorn Tore Godai needed to think for a day concerning the 
offer to become a cabinet minister because he has a wife and 
children to consider. “My children are, to be sure, older 
than Eldrid’s (19 and 16), but it is clear that it is a family 
problem to say yes to such a position,” he says. 


The trade minister's wife, Gro Galas, is taking over as Labor 
Party city councilor in Oslo after New Year, and so yester- 
day's cabinet minister shift does not eliminate any of the 
basis for “dynasty” charges against the Labor Party. 

“I do not believe any of us has gotten a position thanks 
to others, rather quite to the contrary,” says Godal. He 
will not say more about the matter. 


Sweden 


* Drastic Decline in Business Profitability 


92EN0134B Stockhole:- DAGENS NYHETER 
in Swedish 12 Nov 9] p 30 


[Text] Swedish business profitability shrank by 31 per- 
cent in the first six months of this year compared with 
the same period last year, according to figures from the 
Central Bureau of Statistics. Profitability has sunk to the 
same level as 1981. 


The Bureau of Statistics has gone through reports for the 
first six or eight months of the year for the 600 largest 
companies in the country, companies with at least 200 
employees. 


The only branch that improved its profitability was the food 
industry. The net margin increased from 5.7 to 6.7 percent. 


* Coalition's Divisions Seen as Strength 


92EN0071E Stockholm DAGENS NYHETER 
in Swedish 3 Nov 91 p 10 


[Commentary by Claes-Goran Kjellander: “Disunity 
Healthy; Rifts Within Government Part of New Politics”) 
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[Text] Disunity among concerned politicians is as 
normal as fights between even the most loving siblings. 


However, part of the paradox of Swedish politics is the 
fact that differences of opinion among politicians or 


It ought to be the other way around. It would be 
“unnatural or even compromising” if everyone in a party 
had identical opinions, or if all partie- ‘» a coalition 
government tried to pretend that they a..vays get along. 


In most other countries, there is another tradition. In the 


most important votes in the Congress. In Great Britain 
there is always a vociferous opposition during party 
congresses. And so on. 


Ciosed Doors Tradition 


The tradition of unity in Sweden is the result of the long 
reign of the Social Democratic Party and its tradition of 
holding its debates behind closed doors. Many recent 
written memoirs give numerous examples of the con- 
cern, causing great agony, that divided opinions within 
the government “would become public.” Even though 
there has been an exception or two through the years, it 
was actually only during the last ten years that Swedish 
social democracy accepted having the internal debate 
made public. 


Berndt Ahiqvist, Lars Engqvist and Kjell-Olof Feldt 
broke the trend in the book Samia! med Feldt /Conver- 


has come for a thorough reevaluation. 


During the next couple of days, Bildt’s government is 
going to present a long list of proposals that will affect, 


they have been brought forth with great speed. They were 
debated within a very small circle and can hardly be said 
to have a base outside of the leadership of the parties. 
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If the Bildt government, like the last nonsocialist gov- 
ernment and the Social Democratic government during 
the last half of the 1980's, does the opposite, that is, 
refrains from governing, it will for » «01 while sit quite 
comfortably in its own party lap. In the long run, 
however, the effect will, of course, be devastating both 
for the government parties and for the citizens. 


In other words, it is a question of choosing between a 
policy that will offer comfortable numbers in the coming 
opinion polls or one that is good for the party and the 
country in the long run. To be sure, that choice is not as 
simple as it sounds. 


Strength in Differing Views 


Let us go back to the beginning, the internal party 
debate. 


Both the nonsocialist coalition governments of 1976-82 
and the Social Democratic governments since then, 
validate the assertion that the country has suffered from 
efforts to achieve unity. Attempts to conceal internal 
differences of opinion have led either to political explo- 
sions or political errors. 


Nor is it possible to hide disunity in the long run. 
Fortunately, few politicians are such accomplished liars 
that they can handle political opponents, not to mention 
journalists, who enthusiastically latch on to any hint of a 
rift in the political front. 
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Military Talks With Bulgaria End in Istanbul 


TA0712083691 Ankara ANATOLIA in English 
0810 GMT 7 Dec 91 


[Text] Istanbul (A.A}—Two days of talks between 
Turkish and Bulgarian officials as part of the 


A statement by the Public Relations Office of the Chief 
of Staff said that the process of iati would 
continue and the two sides hoped to reach results which 
will make significant contributions to the security of 
both countries. 


Malaysian Land Forces Commander Arrives 


TA1012133791 Ankara ANATOLIA in English 
1030 GMT 10 Dec 91 


{Text} Ankara (A.A Land Forces Com- 
mander General Tan Sri Yaacob bin Mohamad Zain 
arrived here today as the guest of his Turkish counter- 
part, General Muhittin Fisunoglu. 


He was welcomed at the airport by General Fisunoglu. 
During his visit, the Malaysian commander will visit 
headquarters, units and installations of the Turkish 
Armed Forces in Ankara and Istanbul. 


He will depart Turkey on the | Sth. 


Paper: Ottoman Turks To immigrate From USSR 


NC0912111891 Istanbul HURRIYET in Turkish 
3 Dec 91 p 16 


Suat Ozcelebi report: “The Ottoman Turks in the Soviet 
mion Are Allowed To Immigrate”—quotation marks as 
published] 


[Excerpt] Ankara (HURRIYET)}—The last group of 
“Ottoman Turks” in the Soviet Union has been allowed 
to “immigrate.” The group is now waiting for Turkey to 
allow them to return. The Soviet Foreign Ministry has 
allowed the Turks to immigrate to Turkey in accordance 


TURKEY a3 


with an appeal by the Turkish Government and the 
relatives of the “Ottoman Turks.” 


The Ottoman Turks are the offspring of those Turks who 
the Sovict wars 


return to Turkey even if we have to live in tents.” Tayfur 
is in Turkey working to secure the Ottoman Turks’ 
return. [passage omitted] 


Article Calls For Action To Improve FRG Ties 


NC0912125191 Istanbul MILLIYET in Turkish 
3 Dec 91 pil 


ee 


] The problems in Turkey's relations with the 
G grew like a secret cancer over many years. Both 


It has become impossible for the FRG to write off 
Turkey. Although the exact number of the Turks who 
live Germany is not known, the number is believed to be 
over 2 million. These Turks are not “foreign workers,” 
employed in hard or dirty jobs. [passage omitted] 

Turkey and the FRG are two friendly countries that need 
each other. It could be that one of them needs the other 
less. Nevertheless, neither can easily write off the other. 


Yes, this is a situation that needs to be addressed now. If 
neither side does anything, this important relationship 
will be damaged further. [passage omitted] 














OTHER COUNTRIES 


King Invites Verhofstadt To Form Government 

LD0912171191 Brussels La Une Radio Network 

in French 1600 GMT 9 Dec 91 

[eae Soo nine pant asad Seat Se 
erhofstadt, the president of the Party 


tigations into the formation of a government, to 
the king. He then asked to be discharged his 
assignment and the king agreed. 

Greece 
Mitsotakis Departs for Meeting in The Hague 


Special Tariffs for Albania, Bulgaria, Romania 
9 Dec 9! 


It was also decided to extend the system to 1a and 
Romania, a move by which Switzerland i to back 


those two countries’ reconstruction efforts, the 
announcement said. 
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